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Thank you to all who responded to my 2006 legislative 
survey. The following results are based on 1,001 surveys returned.
1. Do you believe the Interstate 69 extension from Indianapolis to
Evansville should be a toll road?

Yes—35%
No—56%
No opinion—9%

2. Do you agree with the proposed plan to lease or sell Indiana’s
Toll Road (in northern Indiana) to private or foreign investors?

Yes—11%
No—82%
No opinion—7%

3. Should the state dedicate funding toward expanding broadband
services to rural Indiana to promote economic development and
giving businesses and individuals more access to the Internet?

Yes—40%
No—36%
No opinion—24%

4. Should Indiana provide more assistance (such as training,
schooling and tax relief) to workers who have lost their jobs due to
companies relocating to other states or countries?

Yes—73%
No—18%
No opinion—9%

5. Would you support a plan to enable state government workers to
attend Indiana’s community college system at free or reduced
tuition rates?

Yes—23%
No—67%
No opinion—10%

6. Should companies that have received tax breaks (abatements,
etc.) or expansion incentives (worker training grants, etc.) be
required to repay those benefits if they relocate in another state or
country?

Yes—93%
No—3%
No opinion—4%

7. Should companies have to pay back or forfeit tax breaks or
incentives if they do not produce the number of jobs they pledged
to obtain the tax breaks or incentives?

Yes—85%
No—7%
No opinion—8%

8. Do you agree with the decision to close 30 license branches
across the state of Indiana?

Yes—31%
No—54%
No opinion—15%

9. As a result of these closings, have you seen improved service at
your local license branch in the past six months?

Yes—14%
No—51%
No opinion—35%

10. Do you believe the state of Indiana should sell its assets (state
parks, state facilities, etc.) to private or foreign corporations?

Yes—2%
No—95%
No opinion—3%

11. Should local units of governments (cities, towns, counties,
school districts, etc.) be given the option of enacting local option
taxes (sales or income) in order to fund local services (such as
schools, police and fire protection, local government operations)?

Yes—37%
No—51%
No opinion—12%

12. Do you believe the state of Indiana should privatize some of its
operations, such as state prisons, hospitals and parks?

Yes—24%
No—65%
No opinion—11%

13. Recent Supreme Court rulings have allowed private property to
be seized for private economic development purposes. Should
Indiana pass laws to restrict or curb this practice?

Yes—89%
No—6%
No opinion—5%

14. Do you support giving Hoosier Park and Indiana Downs
approval to install electronic gaming machines to generate addition-
al revenue to expand the horse and agribusiness industries?

Yes—53%
No—35%
No opinion—12%

15. Do you support making video gaming machines (cherry masters,
video poker, etc.) legal and allowing them to be installed in restau-
rants and bars, with the state collecting a share of the proceeds?

Yes—43%
No—48%
No opinion—9%
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Eminent domain law tightened through HB 1010
Homeowners Get 
Temporary Property 
Tax Relief 

This year, about 1.5 million homeown-
ers will receive a one-time increase in the
state homestead credit.  As a result of HB
1001, the homestead credit was increased
from 20 to 28 percent for property taxes
due in 2006.  This increase will provide
approximately $100 million in property tax
relief statewide. 

In 2007, the homestead deduction will
increase from $35,000 to $45,000 for one
year only.  This relief will provide an addi-
tional $127 million in relief for Hoosier
homeowners.  

While this relief is welcome, it still
does not make up for the massive increases
in local property taxes that were passed on
to home and business owners through the
biennial state budget approved in 2005.
As a result of this budget, local units of
government were forced to increase local
tax levies an estimated $850 million
statewide.  Many units have reported they
were forced to cut services, road and trans-
portation budgets and personnel in order to
keep increases to the bare minimum.

Important Change: The filing dead-
line for various property tax deductions
has now been extended effective immedi-
ately.  Now you will have until June 10 of
each year to file for any of the property tax
benefits that you may be eligible.  The
deductions covered by this change include:
Mortgage deduction; Standard
deduction/credit; Veterans Total Disability
Deduction; WW1 Veterans Deduction;
Rehabilitation Deduction; Coal Conversion
Deduction; Geothermal Deduction; Over
65 Deduction; Blind or Disabled
Deduction; Veterans Partial Disability
Deduction; Surviving Spouse of a Veteran
Deduction; Wind Power Deduction;
Hydroelectric Deduction; and
Fertilizer/Pesticide Deduction.

I believe it’s time we stopped address-
ing the issue of property tax relief in a
piecemeal fashion and worked toward the
elimination of property taxes as the pri-
mary source of funding for local govern-
ment.  It will not be an easy task and is
likely to take three to five years of contin-
uous work in order to fashion a compre-
hensive and equitable solution.  I hope you
will continue to contact me to express your
ideas and views about how to solve the
property tax problems that threaten so
many Hoosiers.

In 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that local govern-
ments can use the process of eminent domain to take private
property, such as homes and businesses, in order to hand it over
to private development in the name of economic development.  

A number of you contacted me with your questions about
this ruling and your concerns about Indiana’s level of protec-
tion for private property owners.  Lawmakers immediately
began working on a plan to protect the property rights of
Hoosiers.  Months of bipartisan work has resulted in legislation
that tightens Indiana’s eminent domain laws and restricts the
ability of most government units to seize private property and
transfer it to private entities for development.  

The new legislation sets strict standards for property acqui-
sition through eminent domain, and limits its use to only truly
blighted and decaying properties.  This will prevent a developer
from being able to have a local government use eminent
domain to seize your property simply because they think it
might be a good sport for a new strip mall, restaurant or gro-
cery store.  

HB 1010 received unanimous support, but there are still

potential prob-
lems that need
to be
addressed.
Most trouble-
some is the
fact that the
Indiana
Department of
Transportation
(INDOT) is
exempt from
complying
with the new
restrictions.
There are con-
cerns that
INDOT will use this exemption to seize property for some of
the road privatization projects proposed by the governor in
Major Moves.  This exemption will need to be closely moni-
tored and hopefully addressed in the 2007 session.

Austin Takes A Strong
Stand Against Human and
Sexual Trafficking Improving protections for homeowners

SEX OFFENDERS
A series of bills continue our state’s efforts to crack down on
sex offenders.  The bills clarify the designation of “sexually
violent predator,” require sex offenders to wear GPS tracking
devices, establish lifetime parole for these offenders, ban sex
offenders’ access to locations where children may be present,
keep better track of sex offenders’ whereabouts with the new
DOC sex offender registry, and make the crime of human traf-
ficking of a minor a felony.

MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF FUND
We established the military relief fund to provide grants for
Hoosiers whose family members have been called into duty
since September 11, 2001.  A portion of the money for the fund
will be raised through the sale of a new Hoosier veteran
license plate created through the bill.

FIREWORKS LAWS
Indiana residents can now launch fireworks on their own prop-
erty, with certain restrictions.  The bill authorizes the discharge
of fireworks on personal property or in specially approved fire-
works discharge areas and charges a 5 percent public safety fee
for the retail sale of fireworks, which will go to the Indiana
Department of Homeland Security for training programs for
public safety officials.

DRUG ABUSE AND CHILDREN
At least two pieces of legislation this session attempt to regu-
late controlled substances abuse through study and harsher
penalties for crimes related to drug abuse.  One increases the
penalties for neglect of a child if the neglect is a result of
drug abuse or production, while another authorizes the study
of the effects of substance abuse or alcohol use during preg-
nancy.

FIGHTING METH
We have continued the crackdown on production of metham-
phetamine by allowing the destruction of contaminated
equipment that was used to produce meth. These statewide
regulations for meth labs will create uniform reporting and
detection that will help law enforcement agencies get a han-
dle on the problem.

WINE SHIPMENTS
We passed compromise legislation to help end the controver-
sy over farm winery shipments. The legislation will allow in-
state wineries to ship as many as 24 cases per year directly to
Indiana consumers who are confirmed to be at least 21 years
old. Eligible wineries must sell fewer than 500,000 gallons
total in Indiana per year and can ship only 3,000 cases total
per year.

A summary of new legislation

Rep. Austin and Jason Shelley, Director of the
Indiana Federation of Independent Business
(NFIB).

In the fall of 2003, immigrant Marlene Harpi was lured from New York City to
Indianapolis with the false promise of a $500-a-week baby sitting job.  But when
she arrived in Indiana, the “job” she had been promised turned out to be a horrific
story of abuse and exploitation.  Harpi was held against her will in a local

Indianapolis brothel and forced to have sex with at least 15 to 20 men a day.  Harpi
wasn’t the only victim in this organized effort.  Two young Hispanic girls were also
prisoners of the prostitution ring.

Human trafficking denies hundreds of thousands of people their basic human rights,
poses a serious public health risk, and fuels organized crime around the world.
Trafficking for labor and sex has become a growing criminal enterprise that generates
enormous profit for traffickers. It is often hidden and hard to address.  The crime
involves the recruitment, transport and often sale of individuals for their labor as prosti-
tutes, sweatshop workers, agricultural and construction workers, maids and garment
workers.   In many cases victims are subjected to force, fraud, or coercion for the pur-
pose of sexual exploitation and forced labor.  

According to figures from the U.S. Department of Justice, the United States is a
destination for trafficking victims from over 49 countries.  Professionals and law
enforcement officials estimate that there are up to 150,000 foreign victims currently
enslaved in the U.S. with an additional 17,500 NEW victims trafficked into the U.S.
each year.

In the 2006 session of the Indiana General Assembly, Indiana took bold steps to
address this growing and vicious phe-
nomenon to ensure that those who
commit this terrible act are punished
to the fullest extent of the law.

I authored HB 1414 after learning
that in addition to Harpi, several addi-
tional young women in Central
Indiana and Madison County  have
been victims of human and sexual
trafficking.  Working with Sen. Tim
Lanane (D-Anderson), Rep. Bill
Ruppel (R-Manchester), Sen. Mike
Delph (R- Noblesville) and other leg-
islators, this bill was modeled after
the Federal Trafficking Victims
Protection Act signed by Congress in
2001.  Indiana’s bill makes the trafficking of humans for labor or sex a Class B felony.
For victims eighteen and younger, the crime is a Class A felony.  

The bill also ensures that victims of trafficking are not jailed or detained inappropri-
ately and they must be provided with law enforcement assistance and protection.  It also
requires training for law enforcement personnel at the state and local level so they are
better prepared to recognize the crime and provide appropriate intervention to victims.  

In early May, I had the privilege of meeting with representatives from Mexico,
Israel, Sierra Leone and Burma who were here in the United States to study the issue of
human trafficking.  We discussed Indiana’s law and how we could work together to
combat this terrible crime both in their home countries and the United States.  The rep-
resentatives were participants in the World Learning, an international leadership devel-
opment organization based in Washington, D.C. 

HB 1414 was combined with HB 1155 (Sexual Predators)  and has been signed into
law by the governor. 

Rep. Terri Austin (center) meets with (from
left to right) Ohnmar EiEi Chaw, Burma;
Jorge Lopez, Mexico; Ravit Herman, a
Prosecutor from Israel; and Gloria D.V.
Tarawally, Sierra Leone Police.


